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A day in the life of… Bronwen Manby,
Consultant and Visiting Senior Fellow at the
Centre for the Study of Human Rights at the LSE in
London
“There is a major push to improve official identification
systems across [Africa]: on the one hand, these
initiatives, especially to improve birth registration,
should help to resolve the status of the many millions
of currently undocumented people whose nationality is
officially unrecognised and remove them from the risk
of statelessness; on the other, if underlying laws and
regulations are not reformed at the same time, some
currently undocumented people who are members of
groups facing discrimination of various kinds will find
out that they are stateless.”

Read the full interview in this month’s “A day in
the life of….” at the bottom of this bulletin.

Arbitrary deprivation of nationality by Turkey
On 17 July the Institute published a Policy Brief, noting with grave concern recent steps taken by the government
of Turkey towards the arbitrary deprivation of nationality of Turkish citizens living abroad, as well as the denial
of important consular services to them. These actions come in the aftermath of the attempted military coup
d’état of 15 July 2016, after which, the Turkish government engaged in wide-ranging, arbitrary and
disproportionate attacks on the human rights and security of Turkish citizens. Six months after the coup d’état
on 6 January 2017, Decree (KHK) 680 was published, establishing procedures for the arbitrary deprivation of
nationality for Turkish citizens living outside of Turkey. There have also been many reports of the denial of
consular services and related deprivations for Turkish citizens living abroad, including the cancellation and
confiscation of passports, the refusal to extend the validity of passports, and the refusal to provide nationality
identity cards or passports to children born to Turkish citizens abroad.
Emma Batha (Thomson Reuters Foundation) subsequently wrote an article on the topic, discussing the issue of
deprivation of nationality including an interview with our co-director Amal de Chickera. Another source for more
on the situation in Turkey is the Institute’s February 2017 Monthly Bulletin interview with Huseyin Humarli,
President of the Journalists and Writers Foundation.

Latest recommendations by the CRC Committee
The 75th session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) took place from 15 May to 2 June 2017. The
CRC issued concluding observations to Antigua and Barbuda, Bhutan, Cameroon, Lebanon, Mongolia, Qatar,
and Romania. The Committee made 33 recommendations to six States on nationality, birth registration,
statelessness and the rights of stateless children. 13 recommendations were made on complying with the right
to birth registration and nationality, 8 on the rights to stateless children and 12 on measures to implement
Convention rights. Most recommendations related to gender discrimination in nationality laws. Other issues
that were addressed included other forms of discrimination that impose barriers in acquiring a nationality (e.g.
discrimination against children born out of wedlock or with a disability), birth registration and nationality, and
the right to nationality for otherwise stateless children. Click here to read an overview of all recommendations
made in relation to the right to a nationality and statelessness. Click here for the Institute’s country submissions
and additional information for Cameroon, Lebanon and Qatar.

Updates on the Rohingya
According to an early July comment by the World Food Programme (WFP), over 80,000 Rohingya children might
need malnutrition treatment. This worrying development is connected to the brutal government crackdown by
Myanmar’s authorities on the Rohingya minority. The WFP found that a significant number of families were
experiencing severe ‘food insecurity’.
Upon concluding his first visit to Myanmar the High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi stated that there
need to be inclusive and sustainable solutions to statelessness in Myanmar. The High Commissioner met with a
number of Myanmar’s high-ranking officials to discuss humanitarian access in Kachin and Rakhine states. The
Commissioner stated that “[a] crucial first step is to pursue freedom of movement and access to services and
livelihoods for all. Accelerated pathways to citizenship are also part of the solution, as are efforts to tackle
exclusion and poverty.”
Additionally, Daniel Sullivan, for Refugees International, has written a report on the “Reluctant refuge: Rohingya
safe but not secure in Bangladesh”. The report considers the humanitarian and support situation of over 74,000
Rohingya refugees who fled to Bangladesh over the course of the last military crackdown. Additionally Daniel
considers the 33,000 Rohingya in Bangladesh that are officially recognised as refugees and as many as 500,000
undocumented Rohingya already living in the country. The findings are based on Daniel’s travels to Bangladesh
in May 2017, during which he visited makeshift camps housing Rohingya after they had fled abuses and
oppression in Myanmar. The report was preceded by a policy brief that was based on the report, interviews by
the report’s author with Rohingya who had fled Myanmar and on the many years of RI’s reporting on the
Rohingya.

What’s new: Law and policy
Sierra Leone adopts Citizenship Amendment Act 2017: Sierra Leone’s Parliament recently adopted the
‘Citizenship Amendment Act 2017’, which amends the Citizenship Act of 1973. This means that now citizenship
by birth can be granted through the mother. This development brings down the number of countries which do
not allow women to pass down nationality to their children on an equal basis with men to 25. The Global
Campaign on Equal Nationality Rights made a statement on this recent development, available here.
Supreme Court of Sudan reaffirms the right of women to transmit nationality to their children: In a recent
ruling, the Supreme Court of Sudan declared that every child of a Sudanese mother has the right to Sudanese
nationality. The case focused on Adel Burai Ramadan, who was deprived of his Sudanese nationality because his
(formerly Sudanese) father acquired South Sudanese nationality. The Court found that by stripping Mr. Ramadan
of his Sudanese nationality, the Ministry of Interior did not recognize his right to Sudanese nationality from the
maternal line. The Court ordered the Ministry to restore Mr. Ramadan with his Sudanese nationality. You can
read the Global Campaign on Equal Nationality Rights’ statement on the ruling here.
MK (a child by her litigation friend CAE) v The Secretary of State for the Home Department case: The UK High
Court of Justice in this case considered whether the definition of ‘stateless’ includes those who do not
automatically acquire nationality at birth, but who would be able to if they would go through a registration
procedure. The case claimant was a 7-year-old girl who was born in the UK to Indian national parents. Indian
law does not grant nationality automatically at birth, and the parents must register the child at an Indian
consulate. The claimant’s parents failed to do so, and the child was stateless. The Court found in the claimant’s
favour and ordered the government to allow the child to access UK citizenship.
Petition for Writ of Certiorari Filed in Lin v. United States and Republic of China (Taiwan): Petitioners Dr. Roger
C.S. Lin, Julian T.A. Lin, and the Taiwan Civil Government ("TCG") filed a petition before the U.S. Supreme Court
seeking a writ of certiorari in Lin vs. United States of America and Republic of China (Taiwan). TCG is an advocacy
group which has represented thousands of individuals who lost their Japanese nationality in 1945. In its Petition,
Lin vs. United States of America and Republic of China (Taiwan), the group seeks a declaratory judgment that a
number of Nationality Decrees which denationalised Japanese people living in Taiwan at the end of World War
II—stripping them of Japanese nationality and rendering them stateless—are illegal and ineffective under
international law. In 2016, the United States District Court for the District of Columbia refused to grant the
request. The U.S. Court of Appeals affirmed the ruling of the District Court on two grounds: whether a

declaratory judgment can redress Taiwanese statelessness, and whether statelessness is a continuing violation
of international law for statute of limitations purposes.
Stripping of nationality : Kazakhstan’s president has signed a new bill that allows the government to deprive
individuals convicted of a range of crimes, including terrorism of their Kazakh nationality. Mikheil Saakashvili,
former president of Georgia and former governor of the Odessa region of Ukraine, was stripped of his Ukrainian
nationality for undisclosed reasons this month while on vacation in the USA, and is currently in NYC. In India the
National Investigation Agency had already booked Islamic preacher Zakir Naik under Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act for links to terror (including inciting youths to commit terrorist acts). This month, the
government decided to deprive him of his nationality after he failed to respond to several notices.
Estonian Prime Minister states that his government will not end statelessness: The Prime Minister stated that
even though he is in favour of granting Estonia's stateless nationality through a facilitated naturalisation
procedure, this would not take place during his government.
Kuwaiti government to study case of Bedoons with fake passports: The government of Kuwait agreed to form
a committee to look into stateless Bedoon in the country that are thought to have fake passports. The goal of
this exercise is not made explicit beyond an aim estimating the number of people with fake passports and to
“consider a proper solution”.
Malaysian Member of Parliament proposes roundtable on statelessness: A DAP MP proposed a public
roundtable to discuss childhood statelessness in Malaysia. MP Teo Nie Ching has stated that it is unfair that
authorities grant nationality only to children born to married parents. She made the statement in a forum on
childhood statelessness organised by Batu Kawan MP Kasthuriraani Patto in Juru. According to reports, there
are over 250,000 stateless children in Malaysia.
Unregistered cross-border marriages leave children stateless in Borneo: Borneo’s Minister of Welfare,
Community Well Being, Women, Family and Childhood Development Datuk Fatimah Abdullah stated that
unregistered marriages (near the border with Indonesia) place the children born of these unions at a greater risk
of stateless.

Announcements and events
Vacancy: Research Coordinator in UNHCR Regional Office for South-East Asia: The UNHCR is looking to recruit
a research coordinator for the Regional Office for South-East Asia in Bangkok, Thailand. The study is part of a
bigger project that will focus on inclusion, sustainable development and the building of the ASEAN Community
through increasing civil registration coverage and access to identity documentation, thereby preventing
statelessness and realizing the right to a nationality through the implementation of national laws. The deadline
for applying is 7 August 2017.
Call for papers - Statelessness Working Paper Series: ISI is welcoming contributions from around the world for
the Statelessness Working Paper Series: an online, open access resource, which offers an avenue for centralising
and sharing the latest knowledge, developments, and research findings on statelessness from multiple fields
(including, but not limited to law, sociology, history, economics and health). Deadline for submissions is 15
September 2017.
Call for papers: Forced Migration Review (issue due February 2018): Forced Migration Review has issued a call
for papers for its February 2018 issue, which will focus on sustainable peace processes and durable solutions to
displacement. While refugees, IDPs and stateless persons often have an interest in peace agreements, they are
frequently excluded from any negotiations and initiatives. This issue of FRM hopes to present a forum for
debating this issue, with a focus on the MENA region. The FRM editors are especially looking for practiceoriented submissions. The deadline for making a submission is Monday 23rd October 2017.
Call for papers - Statelessness Symposium: For the symposium co-organised by the North-West University
(NWU) and the UNHCR on ‘The International Human Right to a Nationality, the Prevention of Statelessness and
the Protection of Stateless Individuals in the 21st Century’. The deadline for the submission of abstracts is
August 31, 2017.

Understanding Statelessness book launch: Launch event for the book Understanding Statelessness, edited by
Tendayi Bloom, Katherine Tonkiss, and Philip Cole. The event will take place on the 9th of August, in London.
Fulbright-Schuman 70th Anniversary Migration Research Award: Grant possibility of 3-8 months for a US
national scholar who addresses migration from a comparative, multidisciplinary perspective. The selected
individual will take a cultural anthropological approach to migration issues in Europe, and will produce a
scholarly piece on the challenges posed by the ongoing migration crisis, while documenting their work through
a visual narrative. The selected individual will spend time at an institution in at least three of the five participating
countries (Belgium, Greece, France, Italy and the UK). Deadline: 1 August 2017.
Call for applications for Global Practitioner in Residence program at Stanford Law School: The program awards
one leading practitioner in the field of human rights, rule of law or law and development the opportunity to
spend one academic quarter at Stanford Law School as a practitioner-in-residence. The program will cover travel
and living costs and a modest stipend. Application deadline is 11 August 2017.
Post-doc position on “Denaturalisation and Refugees in Europe in the First Half of the 20th Century”: This
project, cofounded by Charles University and CEFRES, aims to develop a comparative perspective on large-scale
denaturalisation in Europe during the first half of the 20th century and to explore the connection between the
status of the citizen and the position of the refugee. Applicants should have an interest in research on citizenship,
statelessness and/or refugees and a background in historical and archival research. The selected candidate will
assess the existing body of research, work to develop the project’s methodology and conduct original research
on mass deprivation of nationality and refugee policies. The deadline for applications is 23 August.

What’s new: Publications, tools and resources
No Child should be Stateless in Austria: The European Network on Statelessness, DLA Piper and Diakonie
Flüchtlingsdienst published a new report on the issue of childhood statelessness in Austria, shedding light on
Austria’s international obligations on the prevention and reduction of statelessness, along with the provision in
Austrian nationality laws to protect children born in the country – or born to Austrian citizens abroad – from
statelessness.
NGO SCOM Statement on International Protection: The NGO SCOM Statement on International Protection
raises statelessness as one of its five key aspects that are believed to be central to the international protection
of people on the move. Urging States inter alia to support international campaigns towards the end of
statelessness and gender discrimination in nationality legislation, accession to relevant conventions, and
enactment of reforms of laws that discriminate.
The Right to a Nationality of Refugee Children born in the EU and the Relevance of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights: Gábor Gyulai wrote a paper, published by the European Council on Refugees and Exiles, in
which he sets out a rights-based approach to refugee children’s right to a nationality in Europe. He argues that
instead of being the reserved domain of state sovereignty and discretion, emerging standards related to the
rights of the child (such as the principle of the best interest of the child, the right to private life, to effective
remedy, equal treatment and good administration) create specific obligations for states with regard to the
prevention of statelessness among such children.
Displacement, housing, land and property and access to civil documentation in Syria: The Norwegian Refugee
Council (NRC) and the UNHCR mapped the situation of housing, land and property rights and civil documentation
of internally displaced people in Syria, leading to two reports on the issue: one for north west Syria and one for
south Syria. The civil documentation part of the study showed that concerns regarding documentation are
widespread among IDPs in both the north west and in the south of Syria, and a foundational concern for the
entire humanitarian response. The report provides much needed key recommendations on how to address these
issues, while the findings provide a bleak outlook for early recovery and development efforts given the scale and
degree of destruction reported.
European legal and policy framework on immigration detention of children: This report aims to serve as a
source of support for practitioners in enacting polices in line existing international and regional norms regarding

detention. The report outlines existing safeguards against unlawful and arbitrary detention and highlighting
good practices. There is a section on detention of stateless children.
Report by Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Nils Muižnieks, on his visit to Slovenia: In his
report, the Commissioner recommends steps to improve the treatment of unaccompanied migrant minors and
children seeking asylum. He notes that legislative shortcomings may lead to statelessness for migrant children
and recommends acceding to the UN Statelessness Conventions and amending legislation accordingly. The
Commissioner stated that while “Slovenia has undertaken a number of initiatives in recent years to address
major human rights issues concerning migrants, Roma, the “erased” and people living in poverty. It is crucial to
reinforce these efforts to ensure that no one is left behind and the human rights of all are upheld.”
The humanitarian and compassionate assessment: Statelessness: This document, government of Canada,
contains policy, procedures and guidance designed to be used by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
staff.

A day in the life of…
Bronwen Manby, Consultant and Visiting Senior Fellow at the Centre for the Study
of Human Rights at the LSE in London
Can you give us a short description of your statelessness-related work and how you
got involved in it?
My interest is in comparative nationality law in Africa, and the role nationality law
has played in African politics since independence, at the group and individual level.
That is, both how the law has operated (by accident or design) to exclude certain
communities from participation in politics or society more generally, and thus
sometimes been a broader cause of conflict; and how the law has been manipulated for political ends, such as
to bar particular politicians from running for office.
The underlying issues had already been the background to much of my previous work related to human rights
in Africa (including for Human Rights Watch), but I really became immersed in the legal aspects through an
editing project that I took on for colleagues in the Open Society Justice Initiative (OSJI) while I was working for
the Open Society Foundations. The Justice Initiative had commissioned some country studies, and the task of
creating a publication out of those studies became an obsessive search for the complete set of all Africa’s
nationality laws back to independence — and ultimately two freestanding books (Struggles for Citizenship in
Africa, and Citizenship Law in Africa: A Comparative Study), and then a doctorate.
Nowadays, I’m an independent consultant, based at the Centre for the Study of Human Rights at the London
School of Economics, with a portfolio of research and writing on statelessness and nationality for UNHCR, the
Open Society Foundations, Minority Rights Group, and others—including the Institute on Statelessness and
Inclusion. I also work with colleagues at the International Refugee Rights Initiative to maintain the
citizenshiprightsafrica.org website, a searchable database of laws and documents that I have collected related
to nationality and statelessness, updated regularly with news stories from around the continent (you can sign
up for a newsletter sent out about every two weeks with the latest additions to the site).
What makes Africa such an interesting region to focus on when it comes to questions of citizenship and
statelessness?
The questions around nationality and statelessness have the same fascination in Africa as they do everywhere:
the technicalities are (speaking as a lawyer) fascinating legal puzzles; and at the same time they are deeply
political, since what can be more political than the discussion of “who belongs”?
Africa faces some distinctive challenges, thanks to the continent’s history of colonisation. Most African states
are hyper-diverse, as the famously arbitrary borders both joined and divided pre-colonial political entities,
linguistic communities, and economic networks with little thought for their histories and cultures. The “nationstate” for the most part does not exist except as a project of the imagination. Even the few exceptional states
that have a single dominant culture or language—such as Lesotho, Swaziland, Rwanda, Burundi, or Somalia —

also have substantial numbers of ethnic kin living in the territory of other modern states. The colonial period
also saw large population movements, often forced or semi-forced, both from outside the continent (from
Europe, the Middle East and Asia), and, more numerous, from within: the status of these groups in the
independent states remains controversial. Borders are still poorly demarcated, and some have changed since
independence, either with the creation of new states (South Sudan, Eritrea) or in decisions by the International
Court of Justice (most importantly, the Bakassi Peninsula), leaving new uncertainties. Even without these factors,
many millions of Africans follow a nomadic pastoralist lifestyle, having ties to two or more contemporary states.
Birth registration was minimal or non-existent among the “native” populations at independence, and, though
progress has been made, remains low in most countries.
This history also creates some opportunities. Although nationality law has been very controversial in some
states, and the politics of ethnicity sometimes extreme, there is also a widespread recognition—including among
politicians—that these issues need resolution. There are some positive recent commitments at continental and
regional level to take steps to do so.
Could you set out some of the recent developments relating to borders, belonging and statelessness in the
region?
Africa has shared the global trends over the last decades towards greater gender equality in nationality law and
towards acceptance of dual nationality. These reforms have been driven by the women’s rights movement and
by diaspora Africans, whose concerns have come to overtake those fearing continued dominance by the former
colonial masters and their relatively privileged Asian or Middle-Eastern intermediaries. Today, 42 of 54 states
provide equal rights in the nationality law in transmission to children (rather fewer in transmission to spouses),
and 28 permit dual nationality in almost all circumstances (only nine prohibit dual nationality absolutely for
adults). Though hard to quantify, these developments help to reduce statelessness, since the nationality of the
children of foreign fathers is no longer in doubt, while the problem of exclusion because of a theoretical
alternative nationality (that has never been claimed) should fall away. In practice, the debate around dual
nationality has concentrated almost entirely on the African diaspora who have naturalised in a European or
North American country; those with ancestry traceable to another African country often still struggle to obtain
recognition of nationality where they live.
The African Union’s two principal human rights institutions have heard a number of communications related to
nationality, and have followed up those decisions with the recent adoption of important new guidance on the
obligations of States in relation to the rights to birth registration and to a nationality. In 2014, the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, the treaty body responsible for monitoring
compliance with the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC), adopted a General
Comment explaining the scope of obligations under Article 6 of the ACRWC (with the right to a name, birth
registration, and a nationality). In 2013, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the treaty body
responsible for monitoring compliance with the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), adopted
an important resolution setting out its interpretation of the right to a nationality under the Charter (which does
not include an explicit provision). In 2014, the Commission adopted a study on nationality in Africa that it had
commissioned, and in 2015, after a series of expert meetings, it approved the draft text of a proposed protocol
to the ACHPR which would create detailed obligations on the right to a nationality and the eradication of
statelessness. In 2016, the Executive Council of Ministers of the African Union approved the concept of a
protocol, which now awaits the convening of state experts and ministerial meetings to discuss the text.
Among the sub-regions, West Africa is furthest ahead on this agenda, building on its long-standing policies of
free movement. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), working in collaboration with
UNHCR, has endorsed the idea of a protocol to the African Charter, and also adopted a regional declaration (in
2015) and plan of action (in 2017) on the eradication of statelessness. There are already a number of national
action plans under this initiative, as well as reforms to nationality laws--including the final removal of gender
discrimination from the law in Sierra Leone just a few weeks ago.
What do you think is the greatest opportunity and the most difficult challenge in terms of addressing
statelessness in Africa today?
The opportunity and the challenge are linked. There is a major push to improve official identification systems
across the continent: on the one hand, these initiatives, especially to improve birth registration, should help to
resolve the status of the many millions of currently undocumented people whose nationality is officially

unrecognised and remove them from the risk of statelessness; on the other, if underlying laws and regulations
are not reformed at the same time, some currently undocumented people who are members of groups facing
discrimination of various kinds will find out that they are stateless.
Since 2010 the African Union has been working with UNECA, UNICEF and others on a major push to strengthen
civil registration, holding a series of ministerial conferences and supporting the improvement of national
systems: 2015-2024 has been declared the decade on civil registration. Birth registration has greatly increased
in a number of countries; though registration of other civil status events lags behind. This effort is very positive;
however, even with universal birth registration, problems can be created if the nationality of the parents or child
is recorded without understanding of the legal situation or sight of documents.
Running in parallel with this effort, and often almost disconnected, new biometric identity cards are being rolled
out in almost all countries in Africa, either to replace existing cards or as an entirely new requirement. This
process raises a number of concerns, especially (but not only) in those countries that have never previously had
a national ID. If there is no proper oversight of these processes, including effective access to administrative and
judicial review to challenge decisions around legal status, then the risk is that eligibility is decided on the basis
of an individual official’s understanding and a list of required documents, rather than on the basis of the law and
an investigation of the facts (even if unsupported by documents). This executive discretion always has negative
effects on those perceived in some way to be foreign—or just not from the immediate community where they
live. Equally, if the underlying law is not first reformed to provide for at least minimum rights based on birth in
the territory for those who do not have a serious (as opposed to theoretical) claim to another nationality, and
to provide genuine access to naturalisation for those who want it, then many people will be unable to gain
recognition of nationality in the only country where they have close connections. As requirements to show proof
of identity and nationality become more pervasive, they will face much more serious social exclusion.
What do you hope to accomplish through your own work on these issues?
I hope my research and writing has in its way increased understanding of the nature of the problems surrounding
nationality law and statelessness in Africa, both within and without the continent. It is an endlessly fascinating
topic, and so urgent for the daily lives of those affected. I have been faced on a number of occasions by groups
or individuals who are so grateful to have an outsider listen to their concerns—and who hope that I can magically
fix their problems. I am not a state official or a minister or a parliamentarian and I cannot; but if I can make a
contribution towards changes in the normative framework and its implementation at different levels, that will
be deeply satisfying.
What advice would you give to someone who wants to get involved in / others working on statelessness?
There is so much to do in the African continent on this issue, and only a few civil society organisations make this
a focus of their work (there is a list of interested groups at the citizenshiprightsafrica.org website). The problems
caused by poorly drafted nationality laws and bad administrative procedures, and the impact on people who
can’t claim a nationality, are still poorly understood by government officials, not to mention by journalists or the
general public, and even many lawyers or women’s and children’s rights activists. There is a huge need for better
research on the populations affected, their identity and numbers, and the solutions that would best help in each
case. UNHCR has begun to commission regional and national studies of the problem of statelessness, but much
remains to be done. It would be great to see organisations offering legal aid or paralegal assistance making
access to nationality documentation a priority for their work—the Nubian Rights Forum in Kenya, supported by
Namati and OSJI, has led the way in showing how to do this, and how to generate statistics and information for
advocacy from the individual cases. So, someone interested in getting involved should be in touch with one of
the national civil society groups that are active to see what help they need and how they can learn from or
partner with those groups. Individual lawyers, academics or activists can seek out one of the training courses
run by UNHCR or the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion to deepen their understanding. And students can
devote their masters’ or doctoral theses to understanding an aspect of the problem. Almost any contribution
will be valuable.

Contribute to the Statelessness Monthly Bulletin via
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